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1. Background context 
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y = 0.0026x2 - 0.4041x + 54.812
R² = 0.9687
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Background context 

• The whole world is taking part 
 

• The supply of success is fixed 
 

• More nations are winning medals 
 

• We should expect the price of success to rise. 
 
 

Key points 



Sourcing the data: Infostrada Podium Performance 



2. The distribution of Olympic success 
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More nations achieving success 

Measure 1988 2012 Change % Change 

Nations winning a gold medal 19% 26%   +7 37% 

Nations winning any medal 33% 42%   +9 27% 

Nations winning a Top 8 place 45% 56% +11 24% 

Nations winning a Top 16 place 47% 72% +25 53% 
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Key Points 

 
1. Around 26% win a gold medal 

 
2. Around 42% win any kind of medal 

 
3. The top 20 nations win around 71% of all medals 

 
4. More nations are achieving some measure of success 
 

 
 



3. The distribution of Olympic talent 



The likelihood of being an Olympian 

World population in 2012  7,001,000,000 
 
Olympians at London 2012              10,903 
 
World population per Olympian           642,117 
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Key Points 

1. Olympians are rare 
 

2. The production of Olympians favours larger nations 
 

3. Some nations are more efficient producers than others 
 

 
 



4. Measuring performance 
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Measure Gold Silver Bronze Total Market Share % 

Total Medals 302 304 356    962   

Points Awarded     3     2     1     

Total Points 906 608 356 1,870 100% 

            

France (7th) 11 11 12 34   

Points 33 22 12 67 3.6% 

            

South Korea (5th) 13 8 7 28   

Points 39 16 7 62 3.3% 



Measure Korea France 

MS% London 2012 3.3% 3.6% 

MS% Beijing 2008 3.6% 3.8% 

Change in MS% -0.3 -0.2 

Percentage change in MS% -8% -5% 



Reference Period Gold Silver Bronze Total 

Olympic Games    302    304    356    962 

4 Year Cycle 1,065 1,068 1,285 3,418 
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5. Linking INPUT to OUTPUT 
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Conclusions 

• SPLISS nations over produce Olympians 
• SPLISS nations over achieve success 
• Success is typically achieved in a minority of sports contested 
• Generally variations in performance over time are modest 
• More money in ≠ more medals out 
• Standing still would be an achievement 

 
 
 
 



Thank you for listening, 
any questions? 
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